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Romanovs. Kiev in the south and the rich commercial city of
Novgorod the Great (no relation to Nijni-Novgorod, which is
situated on the Volga where the Oka joins it) became so opulent
and famous that even western Europe heard of their existence.

Meanwhile the patient peasants continued to increase their
numbers as they had done during the last ten thousand years and,
once more finding themselves in need of more farms, they burst
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the bonds of their homeland, that fertile valley of the Ukraine, the
richest granary of Europe, and they began to move into the central
Russian plateau. As soon as they had reached the highest point,
they followed the river that ran eastward. Very slowly (what is
'time' to the Russian peasant?) they crept down the valley of
the Oka until at last they reached the Volga and founded another
New-town or Novgorod, which was to command the plains that
were to be theirs for all eternity.
Butc all eternity/ in history at least, never seems to last so very
long. For early in the thirteenth century the Great Disaster put a
temporary check upon their ambitions. Through the wide gap
that lay between the Ural Mountains and the Caspian Sea, the salt-